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Statement on Mexico 


Issued by the Bishops of the United States through the Administrative 
C ommittee of the National Catholic Welfare Conference on 
May 1, 1935. Text from the N.C. W. C. News Service. 


E wish to extend our gratitude to our fellow Bishops 
in the United States; to the vast number of Catholic 
citizens; to our non-Catholic citizens; for the public expres- 
sion of their earnest protests against the persecution of re- 
ligion in Mexico by the present Mexican Government and 
its denial both to its own citizens and the citizens of other 
nations of the right of religious worship. 

The administrative committee, National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, in line with the charge given it at the general 
meeting of the Bishops of the United States, has asked of our 
honored President and the official members of the present 
Federal administration that, in justice to our own country, 
and in support of the principle of freedom of religious wor- 
ship, our Government make represéntations to the Govern- 
ment of Mexico against not only its denial but its persecution 
of religion. 

The Bishops of the United States in their pastoral letter 
of 1926, and again in their statement of last November, de- 
clared: “What we have written is no interposition of our in- 
fluence either as Bishops or as citizens to reach those who 
possess political power anywhere on earth, and least of all in 
our own country, to the end that they should intervene with 
armed force in the internal affairs of Mexico for the protec- 
tion of the Church.” 


INSTANCES OF PERSECUTION 


The Government of Mexico is carrying out a vast propa- 
ganda in this country to the effect that there is no religious 
persecution in Mexico. Thousands of closed churches in 
which religious worship is prohibited are silent but convinc- 
ing evidences to the contrary. In fourteen out of thirty-two 
states of Mexico, no minister of religion is permitted to func- 
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tion. The vast majority of the citizens of Mexico is deprived 
of the rights of liberty of education; forced to accept, under 
savage penalties, what an atheistic government imposes on 
them and their children. Government spies ferret out, tor- 
ture, and even put to death, those who in conscience resent 
such tyranny. The faithful of Mexico are giving to the world 
an example of heroic martyrdom, for conscience sake. With 
a brutality seldom exceeded in all human history, the present 
administration of Mexico is deliberately, ruthlessly, pur- 
suing a policy whereby all religion, and consequently all true 
freedom, will be destroyed. 

The administration of Mexico realizes, if the facts were 
known, its conduct would be repudiated by the people of the 
United States. Therefore, through subtle propaganda it 
cloaks the facts. It radios here the natural beauties of the 
‘ country; it invites tourists from the United States; it win- 
dow-dresses its principal centers, allows a church or two to 
be open, and gives the tourist the impression there is no re- 
ligious persecution in Mexico. All these, in their measure, 
deceive the people of the United States and intensify the 
force of Communistic antireligious propaganda in our coun- 
try at a critical period. 

The present revolutionary government of Mexico was 
recognized by the United States—October 19, 1915—on con- 
dition, and on Mexico’s own given word, that freedom of re- 
ligious worship would be guaranteed by Mexico to her own 
citizens. 

We ask that our Government be consistent and live up 
to its own set policy. We ask-our Government to defend be- 
fore its own people the principles upon which our Govern- 
ment is founded. The traditional policy of our Government 
does not permit it to remain silent at the present moment 
and in the present crisis. We may not interfere with the 
internal affairs of another nation. But freedom of con- 
science, freedom of religious worship, freedom of education, 
are principles on which, even for the sake of the least- 
gifted of humanity, our Government was never silent. Good 
will to neighboring nations means good will to the peoples 
-and the rights of those peoples, as well as to the particular 
administration that is ruling them. Persecution does not 
cease to be persecution when invested with the dignity of 
constitutional or statute law. 
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MInority CONTROL 


aL 


We know, as all the world knows, that an entrenched 
minority can hold and control an enormous population. 
Such is the condition that rules today in Mexico. The great 
majority of its people is practically held in captivity by its 
government. 

We, the administrative committee, National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, will further spread the knowledge of the 
facts with regard to Mexico at the present time. We will 
continue to urge our people to express individually and 
corporately their petition to our Government that, in the 
role of the good neighbor, it use its good offices with the 
Mexican Government to restore religious liberty to its 15,- 
000,000 citizens. 


Red Mexico 


Hon. CLARE GERALD FENERTY 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM PENNSYLVANIA 


Extracts from an address delivered before the United States 
House of Representatives on April 25, 1935. 


EEPLY rooted in the heart and soul of America is the 

fundamental political principle that all men are created 
equal and endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness, and that to secure these rights governments are in- 
stituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed. These rights, which our Nation’s 
founders declared to be self-evident, are held by every man, 
not by the tolerance or grant of any state but by the laws of 
nature and the immutable decree of nature’s God. It is noi 
within the authority of any government to hamper or de- 
stroy them, and the government which attacks them de- 
serves the repudiation and the contempt of all right-minded 
men. While it is no easy task to enumerate all the rights 
comprehended under the primal right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, it is nevertheless certain, as the 
Supreme Court of the United States decided in the important 
case of Meyer v. Nebraska (262 U.S. 390) that among them 
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is the right to worship God according to the dictates of con- 
science. The constant and unvarying interpretation of the 
Federal Constitution by our courts sustains our belief that 
the Government exists to secure the citizen in the exercise 
of his natural and inalienable rights, and that it may enact 
no law which destroys them. 

To frame a constitution or to enact legislation which 
renders impossible man’s enjoyment of his natural heritage 
of liberty is not within the legitimate power of government, 
no matter how constituted. For this inheritance descends 
to man by the natural law which is “coeval with mankind,” 
and since it “is dictated by God Himself,” as Blackstone 
writes in his celebrated Commentaries—introduction, sec- 
tion 2: 


It is, of course, superior in obligation to any other. .. . No human 
laws are of any validity if contrary to this; and such of them as are 
valid derive all their force and all their authority, mediately or imme- 
diately, from this original. 


The legislator who opposes the dictates of this law cannot 
prescribe a course which is reasonable, or which is profitable 
to the community, and since his act in no way reflects the 
wisdom of the natural law, which is the wisdom of the Eter- 
nal Lawgiver, it is in violation of right reason, is not law, 
and can impose no obligations upon any citizen. An unjust 
law is a species of tyranny. Meriting no respect, it can 
evoke no loyalty, particularly from Americans whose princi- 
ples of government it outrages. 


Mexico Sets Up TotTaALiTARIAN STATE 


The Government of Mexico, by insisting on obedience to 
a constitution made without reference to justice by a little 
group of military rulers, contrary to human rights, and 
never submitted to the people for ratification, declares that 
the individual citizen has no rights that his rulers are 
obliged to recognize, that there are no limits to the powers 
of government, and that the citizen is the mere creature of 
the totalitarian state. No teaching can more certainly 
sweep out of existence the sturdy self-reliance of a people, 
sow discord within and enmity without. The sanctuary of 
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the soul and of conscience the state may not rightly invade. 
Yet it is precisely this which the present Government of 
Mexico seeks to do, and then to justify, before the bar of 
American public opinion, before a people whose national 
ideals are in direct contradiction to the evil spirit of despot- 
ism and tyranny that actuates the laws and rulers now mak- 
ing of Mexico a shocking example of wrong to the civilized 
world. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, we have the extraordinary and 
shameful spectacle of a foreign government not only filling 
our country with propaganda in favor of plans and policies 
so decidedly at variance with American principles, but actu- 
ally abusing the free franking privilege of the United States 
Post Office Department to send into our Nation attacks upon 
Americans and those things which Americans hold sacred, 
and even attempting to justify and defend among us laws 
and conduct wholly at variance with the fundamentals set 
forth in imperishable documents by the Fathers of this Re- 
public. Since the Government of Mexico thus submits its 
case for judgment to a court beyond its own boundaries, 
pleading not before its own citizens, who, according to its 
constitution, form the only court competent to pass upon it, 
but before strangers who claim no jurisdiction over their 
neighbor’s political affairs, the Government of Mexico can- 
not, therefore, object if the case it has thus presented for 
judgment be considered in the light of American principles 
as embodied in our fundamental laws and in the light of 
Christian principles, since it appeals for the sympathy of 
Christians; nor, since it claims great zeal for the advance- 
ment of its “socialistic” education, if the statements it has 
presented in support of its pleading be submitted to the test 
of history. 

(Mr. Fenerty then reviewed the glory of the culture of 
Mexico while it remained Catholic.) 

Such, Mr. Speaker, was the Mexico of other days, before 
the war drums broke out in the first quarter of the nine- 
teenth century—Mexico during three centuries of such tran- 
quillity as had not been known during that period to any 
other country, European or colonial, throughout the world. 

What, then, must be said of that system of antireligion 
that has now persisted in Mexico for 100 years when we 
recall, as a brilliant English writer has averred, that at the 
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beginning of the nineteenth century, when the antichurch 
forces first assumed control, Mexico had proportionately 
more colleges and less illiteracy than Great Britain, whereas 
today her great university is closed, her colleges confiscated, 
her people cast into an abysmal ignorance imposed by the 
machine guns of a mongrel minority? 

Is it any wonder that illiteracy today abounds in Mexico, 
when you recall that her greatest civilizing and educating 
force, the Church, has for a hundred years been ostracized 
from the classroom? Children may not be brought to the 
Christ who asked that they be suffered to come unto Him. 
They may only be brought to Calles and his degraded vota- 
ries who demand that they be made the custodians of the 
conscience of childhood. For three-quarters of a century the 
Church has been a constitutional outlaw, forbidden to exer- 
cise her cultural influence on the life and conduct of the 
Mexican people. 


AMERICAN INTERFERENCE WITH MExIco 


America has interfered in Mexico a dozen times and 
invariably against the best interests of the Mexican people. 
There was a ray of hope for Mexico when Victoriano Huerta 
became President. Peace and prosperity were presaged when 
for the first time since Mexico became a republic, President 
Huerta opened Congress in the name of God, as our own 
sessions here begin, and urged it to pray that God’s law and 
concord would reign. 

The farseeing diplomacy of Great Britain and Germany 
recognized the government of this unusual Mexican leader 
and the American Ambassador and consuls recommended 
that the President of the United States extend similar rec- 
ognition to what appeared to be a stable de facto govern- 
ment. But after the oil companies had protested with many 
unctuous tears, the President of the United States, Woodrow 
Wilson, according to his closest confidant, Col. Edward 
House, entered into a secret covenant secretly arrived at 
with Sir William Tyrrell, as a result of which Mr. Wilson 

’ induced Congress to reverse its own and his position on the 
Panama Canal tolls question, allowing British ships equal 
privileges with our own in the use of the Canal, in exchange 

for which concession England agreed to repudiate the recog- 
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nition of Huerta by her own Ambassador and permit Mr. 
Wilson to have a free hand in Mexico. 

Mr. Speaker, it was from this action that there followed 
the orgy of anarchy and persecution that today is culmi- 
nating in the sovietizing of Mexico. Carranza, Obregon, 
Calles, all of these parasitical bandits, secured their position 
by American intervention. Arms and munitions were sent 
to Carranza in his attack upon the real government of the 
Republic, and when the American Secretary of War, Jo- 
sephus Daniels, by order of President Wilson, sent the 
American marines to Vera Cruz in 1914, the oil interests 
were jubilant. Huerta was banished from the Presidency 
and died asking God’s forgiveness for President Wilson, who, 
he said, never really understood. Revolution flared forth 
throughout Mexico with America supplying the fuel. Be- 
tween four and six thousand religious schools, tolerated 
during the Diaz regime, and numerous libraries and price- 
less manuscripts, were confiscated or destroyed. Colleges 
were turned into barracks, the Carranzistas stabled their 
horses in the churches, priests were murdered, nuns tor- 
tured, altars defiled, religion desecrated, God mocked by 
decree and word and act. Illiteracy, irreligion, vice spread 
over the land as Mexico lay helpless under the American 
guns supplied to the bandits. Carranza showed his con- 
tempt for the power of the United States by expelling the 
American Red Cross, just as the present Mexican Govern- 
ment has expelled the Red Cross of Spain. The next day 
President Wilson extended American recognition to him as 
the leader of the Mexican people. 

Truly the sun had set in blood upon the Mexican hills. 
It was night—dark as that which Moses laid upon the land 
of Egypt—black, dismal, murder-filled night, lighted only 
by the distant glow of incendiary fires; and out of the dark 
and the terror, with the cunning of the native coyote, 
stalked a stealthy, animal-like creature, capable of any 
crime not requiring courage—Plutarcho Elias Calles, the 
Red Czar of the Montezumas. 


THE Rep Czar oF MExIco 


Who is this man Calles, leader of the Revolutionary 
Party, the present Stalin of Mexico? Who is this half-breed 
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murderer whose name will be remembered, if at all, only as 
a synonym for brutality and communism—the illiterate son 
of a Syrian peddler who by sheer disregard for humanity 
has secured for himself control of the armed minority? 
Styled “The Turk” by the Mexicans who suspect he is of 
alien blood, and therefore never qualified for the Presidency; 
fresh from the haunts of vice, after a youth of crime and 
violence; a bandit leader, despised even by Madame Kol- 
lontai, the Bolshevik representative, having little by little 
gained control of the army by the simple process of assasi- 
nating his competitors, he announced his candidacy for the 
Presidency and held an election, in which his opponent, 
Flores, received the votes, but, as Mr. Calles counted them, 
he rose to the presidential sash and the palace of Chapul- 
tepec. There he entertained and wined and dined with 
American representatives, chambers of commerce and other 
organizations which occasionally hold none too laudable con- 
ventions in Mexico, where they are shown exactly what the 
Government wishes them to see, and are then addressed by 
Calles, who finds it difficult to conceal his contempt for their 
gullibility. 

Having stolen the municipal funds as a village treasurer, 
Calles now takes charge of the national treasury, from which 
he has paid out millions of pesos to finance revolution in 
Nicaragua and communistic propaganda in Mexico and Cen- 
tral America. 

Having failed in youth as a primary school teacher in 
Guaymas, he later seeks to reform the whole educational 
system of Mexico and boasts of having closed over 20 col- 
leges. 

Having been unsuccessful as a farmer at Santa Rosa, 
where under his devoted care the ranch became bankrupt, 
he introduces an agrarian scheme destructive of Mexican 
agriculture. 

Having been a failure as an industrialist in charge of a 
flour mill at Fronteras, he later issues edicts ruinous to many 
Mexican industries. 

Never having studied economics, he embarks on an eco- 
homic revolution that has inflicted untold hardship on the 
Mexican people. Posing as a friend of the Indian, he makes 
inexcusable attacks upon them. Pretending to be a friend of 
labor, he merely uses labor, as did Lenin, as a stepping stone 
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to power, and he did not hesitate to slaughter workmen 
during a Sonora strike, and then having murdered some of 
them, he forced the rest to return to work for 6 cents a day. 

Never having attended any church, he founded a church 
of his own. Having spent a youth of shiftlessness, dishon- 
esty, and poverty, he has now become a multimillionaire by 
the wanton seizure of haciendas and farms, of public lands 
in Vera Cruz, of oil wells, mines, and other valuable interests, 
in addition to forcing all employees to join a union to which 
they are obliged to pay 10 per cent of their wages—to be 
managed by him. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the power behind the Presidential 
chair in Mexico City, a man who, lifted into power through 
the subservience of an American administration, is sustained 
by the continued sanction of our present Government... . 


DESTRUCTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 


Under the system of Communist philosophy imposed upon 
Mexico by the guns of Calles and his official murderers, 
human liberty has gasped and died. Freedom of religion, 
of education, of speech, of the press, of assembly, of peti- 
tion, of individual opportunity are destroyed under the 
scourge of a persecution that has won for Calles the unen- 
viable blood aureole of a Caligula. 

(Mr. Fenerty here recounts the persecution endured by 
the Mexican people.) 


GOVERNMENT MuRDER PoLicy IN MExIco 


The fidelity of the Mexican clergy to God has been char- 
acteristic of them. For instance, from 1926 to 1929 over 200 
priests were murdered because they clung to their faith. The 
Government had given them every inducement to apostatize. 
They were offered Government positions. As educated men, 
they were offered special privileges and rights and incomes. 
They were threatened with prison, exile, death, if they re- 
fused to yield. Surely must they have had something of the 
constancy of the early Christians under Nero, for not one 
surrendered his belief to the Government’s blandishments or 
threats. The Mexican representatives, paid and unpaid, in 
this country may shout their denials of persecution to the top 
of the Washington Monument, but they cannot wash from 
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their hands the blood of the 29 priests murdered in the last 
few months or the hundreds of clergy wantonly butchered 
within the past few years—crimes for which no murderer 
was ever tried! 


“A DanreELs CoME TO JUDGMENT” 


To add to the burden of the poor people of Mexico in 
their fight for freedom of conscience, our Government has 
sent as our Ambassador to that country a man who appar- 
ently is intellectually incapable of understanding Mexico, 
its people, or its traditions. Without impugning his motives, 
it is at least amazing that at the very time the people of 
Mexico are being persecuted for attempting to practice any 
form of religion, at a time when the Mexican Government 
is admittedly imprisoning and mistreating innocent men and 
women for daring to display any faith in a Creator, when 
Government employes and medical students are discharged 
for refusal to join in official public manifestations against 
God, and Americans are deprived of freedom of worship, our 
Ambassador declares: 

They— 
the Mexican people— 
deny there has been any religious persecution. 

As a sample of ambassadorial stupidity, Mr. Speaker, 
there is a choice morsel for you. Actually the lists of official 
outrages upon Mexico’s persecuted people show that thou- 
sands upon thousands of crimes from murder to mere over- 
night kidnaping have been committed by the Government 
officials in the name of Communism and atheism in Mexico. 
Our Ambassador somehow never hears of them, although 
millions in every country in the world have the actual proofs 
of their perpetration and there are affidavits here in this city 
citing the abuses to Americans. 

In addition to this, in the Weekly News Sheet of April 
12th, sent free through the American mails by the Mexican 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, there is a copy of a radio speech 
by our Ambassador in which he turns press agent for the 
Mexican Communist in an effort to round up some trade for 
the Rotary Convention in Mexico and says: 

* * * They— 
the Mexican people— 
are going forward in education. 
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And so forth. And yet, at the very time he is uttering 
these words, Mexico is dedicated to a system of socialistic 
education that, as I shall show you in a few minutes, instills 
hatred of Americans into the minds of the young, that boasts 
that God is excluded from Mexico, that brings the most per- 
verse forms of degenerate immorality into the classrooms, 
and compels the children to greet their teachers with the 
morning salutation, “Good day, teacher, there is no God!” 


CHILDREN DEBAUCHED BY PERVERSE SEX TEACHINGS 


You can readily understand the fear that today grips the 
youth of Mexico when you remember that Mexican children 
in primary coeducational grades have been stripped naked 
to illustrate the facts of sex. According to writers in Ameri- 
can publications, animals have been introduced into the 
classrooms to further the same ends. As stated by a writer 
of the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin for March 19, 1935, 
“Sex education is being frankly propagated as ‘social edu- 
cation.’ Children just out of the kindergarten are to study 
nude pictures of men and women, with the inscription, ‘This 
is nature.’” Children in some localities were even taken 
to maternity hospitals to witness that which in all other 
countries is considered to be in the exclusive domain of the 
physician. One child went mad as a result of this experi- 
ence. 

This sexual system began under Tomas Garrido Canabal, 
as Governor of Tabasco, and extended to Sonora, where 
Calles’ son is Governor, and in at least eight other States 
in accordance with instructions of Secretary of State Bas- 
solls, who enforced it in the Federal district until stopped 
by the protests and demonstrations of some 60,000 outraged 
parents. 

The Secretary of Publc Education in Mexico issued in 
January of this year a pamphlet in support of sexual edu- 
cation prescribing for teachers the official program for sexual 
instruction. This, as published in Excelsior, of Mexico 
City, January 9, 1934, ran a set of headings for boys of 
the sixth grade in primary schools that are too obscene to 
be published in the Congressional Record of the United 
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States Congress, and a more detailed list for sixth-grade 
girls which was even more indecently specific. It included 
the minutest detail of every organ and function concerning 
propagation of the species. It also contained such naked 
details of sex as are taught only in medical schools of civi- 
lized countries. 

Excelsior, of January 14, 1934, informs us, moreover, 
that the Secretariat of Education was distributing gratis 
to all Mexican children, thousands of pamphlets on sexual 
education and other productions, which even Excelsior re- 
frains from describing because, as it states, ‘““We feel that 
the ribbon of the typewriter on which we would type them 
would turn from black to red. They are calculated to 
awaken the most brutal instincts and excite the most fever- 
ish passions of lust.” 

That the Secretary of Education and General Calles’ fa- 
vorite, Governor Garrido Canabal, of Tabasco, did pre- 
scribe, and have enacted the naked exposure of the sexes 
in mixed schools for object lessons in sexual instruction, 
the consul general in E] Paso may find recorded in Excel- 
sior and Universal and the general Mexican press. 

(Mr. Fenerty here enumerates further outrages.) 


A MILLION PROTESTS 


The protests that have deluged our State Department and 
the White House in hundreds of thousands, and by this time 
totaling millions of our citizens, have been representative 
of every religion, of every profession, of every station of life 
in America. Catholics, Protestants and Jews have not hesi- 
tated to raise their voices in vigorous and emphatic demand 
that our Government arouse itself to the fact that the Rio 
Grande is now our bolshevist border and communistic propa- 
ganda is daily being poured across the boundary into our 
country. To say that America has no right to intervene is 
entirely missing the point. No one has ever asked for 
-American intervention and no one expects it. But, never- 
theless, President Roosevelt has it in his power to stop the 
Mexican persecution if he has the will to do so. Mr. 
Speaker, Americans are being robbed and murdered—and 
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yet the White House remains silent, timidly hoping that 
things will somehow night themselves. 

Outstanding Americans like Newton D. Baker, Alfred E. 
Smith, Bainbridge Colby, Prof. Carlton J. H. Hayes, Roger 
W. Straus, Fiorello LaGuardia, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, and 
others have not been so timorous in asserting human rights. 
Independent newspapers throughout the land have repeatedly 
condemned the Mexican Government policy. 

At least five States, Arizona, Illinois, New York, Massa- 
chusetts, and Maryland, have adopted resolutions demand- 
ing an inquiry into the Mexican situation. 


MEXICAN GOVERNMENT UNITES WITH RusSIA 


There seems to be no doubt that the entire Mexican cam- 
paign against God and morality is sponsored by Communist 
Russia. Ignoring such childish extremists as the Under 
Secretary of Public Education, Ignatio Garcia Tellez, who 
issued an order that, in deference to Communism, all offices 
of the department must use only red ribbons on their type- 
writers, yet it is true that original documents are at hand 
in both Baltimore and Washington showing a definite link 
between Calles, supreme chief of the Mexican revolution, 
and the Union of Socialist and Soviet Republics. The Soviet 
Union is described in these letters written on official sta- 
tionery of the Permanent Commission of the Mexican Con- 
gress and signed by the actual secretaries of that body as 
“The Fatherland of the Workers of the World.” It is 
recommended in this message, meant to be a confidential 
communication to all State governors, that any offense to- 
ward Communist adherents is to be avoided in view of im- 
portant “diplomatic and commercial negotiations” now un- 
der way between the Mexican Government and Joseph Stalin, 
head of the Third International in Moscow. In another of 
these documents it is disclosed that the sexual and socialistic 
educational program of the Mexican Government is a con- 
crete, carefully planned preparation for “the dictatorship 
of the proletariat.” 


(Mr. Fenerty instances “Official Mexican Proof of Soviet 
Domination.” ) 
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ATHEISsTIC OATH 


You will see how thoroughly this Soviet campaign against 
all religious belief is carried on when I read to you this 
translation of the oath extorted from all teachers in Mexi- 
can schools at the expense of their positions: 


I... in the presence of the Directorate of Federal Education, 
solemnly declare that I will accept without any sort of limitation the 
program of the socialistic school, and that I will be a propagandist 
and defender; 

I declare that I am an atheist, an irreconcilable enemy of the 
Roman Catholic Apostolic religion, and will do all in my power to 
destroy it, uprooting from the conscience all religious cult, and that 
I am disposed to fight against the clergy wherever and whenever it may 
be necessary ; 

I declare that I am disposed to take a principal part in the cam- 
paign of “defanaticizing” (desfanatizacion) and will attack the Roman 
Catholic Apostolic religion wherever it might be manifested; 

Equally, I shall not allow any religious practice whatsoever to be 
carried on in my home, nor shall I permit the existence of images; 
I shall not permit any of my household who may be under my 
paternal power to assist at any act of a religious character. 

I repeat the avowal of my full mind. 

January 23, 1935. 


This is what Ambassador Daniels calls “going forward 
in education”! 


BrsLE ExcLupEep From MalIts 


In addition to this, there is further evidence of the com- 
munistic spirit of the military dictatorship now holding the 
people in subjection in the recent governmental edict that all 
works or publications teaching a religious idea are to be 
excluded from the mails. This decree excludes the Bible, 
the Imitation of Christ, the works of Dante, Shakespeare, 
Milton, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, St. Augustine—the works of 
all ancient and modern Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish 
religious authors, publications, or newspapers. . . . 

Our Post Office Department has weakly complied with 
the Cardenas orders and promptly informed some of our 
most worthy American publications of their exclusion from 
Mexico, even while Mexican propaganda attacking religion 
and casting slurs on Americans is carried free in the United 
States’ mails... . 
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INTIMIDATING AMERICANS 


As another illustration’of this communistic disregard of 
sovereign national borders, the Mexican consul at San Ber- 
nardino, Calif., had done his utmost to deter American 
citizens of Mexican origin from attendance at religious serv- 
ices held on our American soil. He inserted large advertise- 
ments in newspapers warning residents of Southern Cali- 
fornia against being present at one of the religious festivals 
so beloved of the people of that region. According to the 
testimony given by the mayor and police chief of San Ber- 
nardino, it was a clear case of intimidation and threats 
exercised by a foreign functionary with respect to the rights 
of individuals domiciled within the borders of the United 
States. Our present Administration did just nothing about 
it and the State Department did its best to keep the commit- 
tee from including this fact in its report. Meanwhile, the 
Mexican Consul at Los Angeles had similarly interfered in 
our country. Finally American indignation caused the Mexi- 
can Government to transfer to Tucson, Ariz., and to Denver, 
Colo., these hirelings who should have been ignominiously 
sent home by our Government, had there been any real 
American statesmanship in control of. American destinies. 

(Mr. Fenerty points out, with proofs attached, the hatred 
displayed by the Mexican Communistic Government toward 
the United States.) 


AMERICAN INTERVENTION Must BE STOPPED 


But yet we do not ask intervention. We ask that inter- 
vention be stopped. It was American intervention for the 
sake of oil or other material interests that turned Mexico 
toward Communism. It is American guns that are turned 
against the innocent worshipers as they leave the Mexican 
churches. It is American voices that, making careless and 
thoughtless statements, have given Latin America the con- 
viction that our Government is in harmony with the mur- 
derous minority now seeking to communize the people from 
Panama to the Rio Grande. 

Not intervention, Mr. Speaker, but statesmanship; not 
interference, but withdrawal of interference is the demand 
of all liberty-loving Americans toward the wealthy military 
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clique now debauching the lives of the unhappy Mexican 
people... . 

Mr. Speaker, something can be done about anything, if 
those entrusted with the people’s affairs have the vision to 
see and the courage to act. You do not need force, you do 
not require an army or a navy, you do not even need to 
threaten. All that is necessary is a little tactful diplomacy, 
a little unyielding courage, and a goodly portion of sym- 
pathetic understanding of forgotten people. And we will 
continue to demand that something be done about it until 
the voice of the 40,000,000 Christians and 5,000,000 Jews 
in America can be heard even in the White House and the 
State Department. 


AMERICAN LEADERS Fart To LEAD 


Has the Secretary of State or the President given orders 
to the chairman of the committee that no resolutions favor- 
ing freedom of conscience in Mexico are to be considered? 
What does the Secretary of State mean in inferring, as was 
stated in the review America for March 16th last, that 
such an inquiry would be an infringement upon the preroga- 
tives of the President of the United States? “To what 
base uses have we come” when a similar argument was dis- 
patched by the Secretary against the plan for public hear- 
ings on the Tinkham resolution asking withdrawal of Soviet 
recognition, only to have the committee set the date and 
then cancel the hearings after American witnesses against 
Soviet propaganda in America had come across the conti- 
nent from California to testify? Why were the hearings can- 
celed? Who gave the orders? Who is now stifling inquiry 
into the effects of Mexican Communism on the United States 
of America? 

(Mr. Fenerty recounts Mexico’s pledge to respect liberty 
of conscience, and asserts that this pledge induced American 
recognition. ) 


AMERICA Is ON TRIAL 


Mr. Speaker, America is on trial before the entire world. 
Our people are the exponents and protagonists of freedom 
for all mankind. From us, from this House of Representa- 
tives, there must go forth today a mighty roll call, a call not 
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to partisan or political bias but to patriotism and humanity. 
Why are you timid, you Americans of little faith? Where 
now is our vaunted love of liberty? Where is our unfet- 
tered American press? Where our boasted world peace pro- 
grams? Where now are our courageous, upstanding, and 
independent statesmen? Where are those who so inces- 
santly prate about “human rights”? 

Remember that every individual, every publication, 
every statesman, every representative, every organization 
that supports the Calles campaign of revolution and robbery 
is his ally. The blood of the martyrs is on their consciences. 
Those who are driven against the walls and shot down for 
the crime of loving Christ better than their lives are their 
victims. The helpless peasants, exiled to the penal islands 
or massacred for the offense of believing in God, are the prey 
not only of Calles but of all who are silent while innocent 
blood drips from their fingers. Take care, men and women 
of America, lest it happen that there today be men and 
women and children under the blue skies of Mexico who 
will yet die, because American leaders lack moral courage! 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, the Government of Mexico has sub- 
mitted its case to the consideration of enlightened American 
opinion. By its own actions, through its own utterances, it 
must be judged. We have weighed Mexico’s official conduct 
and declarations in the scale of the American principles to 
which she has appealed for support. What do we find? 
Can we discover one vestige of freedom in all the land of 
Mexico? 

Liberty as we know it is dead, crushed, and lifeless and 
in its place a degradation of human rights that is not less 
than persecution and enslavement. 


MoscowisM BLoopy AND UNADORNED 


Mr. Speaker, behind all the persecution in Mexico is 
Red Russia, offering help if Mexico will set up from the Rio 
Grande to the Panama Canal an association of radical re- 
publics. It was not without reason that delegates have been 
sent by the Mexican dictator to study in Moscow the Rus- 
sian principles and methods of government. Communism 
looks across the seas, and observes that here the western 
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world stands open. Why strain at the cross-crowned portals 
of Poland, Christian and warrior for a thousand years, when 
Mexico, already subdued by an irreligious and illiterate mili- 
tary clique, is ready at hand, and just beyond, the goal of 
all Soviet ambition—America, and American riches? The 
dark forces of the ancient gods, throwing out their van- 
guards from the battle ground of the Ural Mountains, have 
carried the war to us. The forces of pagan darkness, of 
reversalism, of communist animalism are arrayed against 
reason, against America, against the Christian culture of 
the new world. The fight is not now on the blood-stained 
steppes of Siberia, it is at our own door—the fight to save 
America from the degradation of Russia. a degradation that 
reduces man to the level of a soulless animal, a communized, 
high-powered beast. It is the old warfare between the 
Powers of Light and the powers of darkness, the struggle of 
freedom against the red czar of Mexico and the Russian 
Soviet in their mad endeavor to crucify Christian civiliza- 
tion upon the crimson cross of Communism! 

This, Mr. Speaker, and my colleagues of the House, is 
the perilous situation that today confronts our Nation. I ask 
the President of the United States, I ask you Members of 
this Congress, I ask every God-fearing citizen of this coun- 
try. I ask every friend of liberty in the land: In the name of 
God and the American Republic, what must be our answer? 
[ Applause. ] 
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